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Still time to donate to the relief drive for Sailors, Marines

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The 2014 active duty fundraising drive to support the
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) is well underway, and
coordinators say there are plenty of opportunities to donate before the April
15 end date.

Each year the responsibility for leading the drive rotates among the various
commands in the region. For 2014 Naval Education and Training Command
(NETC) has the lead, and Lt. Cmdr. Joshua Martin, Operational Support
officer in NETC’s Total Force Manpower division, and a member of the
coordination team for the drive, said the goal is 100 percent contact with

Sailors and Marines.

“So far the area commands have collected more than $189,750 that will go
toward providing needed financial assistance through emergency loans, help
with funding for emergency travel, and education loans or grants,” said
Martin. “This weekend the Run, Rock N Fly Half Marathon and 5K are taking
place on NAS Pensacola, and a portion of the proceeds will benefit NMCRS.
Commands around the area are also hosting car washes, pumping gas for

donations, and many other events to raise funds.

“The drive is also a great way to help educate some of our newest Sailors
and Marines about the relief society and how to access their services. While

we certainly want to be able to raise lots of funds to keep these critical



services going, our goal is to ensure 100 percent of the Sailors and Marines

are contacted and know about the relief society,” Martin said.

Other services provided by the NMCRS include financial counseling, a visiting
nurse program and classes on how to budget for new babies. According to
Mark Harden, the Pensacola director of the Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society, the success of the program is dependent on the volunteers who

work at the NMCRS Thrift Story on Corry Station and in their offices.

“In 2013 volunteers working in our Pensacola office and in the NMCRS Thrift
Shop, located in building 3736 on Corry Station, contributed more than
26,000 hours of service,” said Harden. “If we had to pay for that labor, at
the current Florida minimum wage, we would have spent more than
$206,000. Our volunteers are dedicated to providing a valuable safety net
for our Sailors and Marines. Last year our office helped more than 2,080

clients with more than $1.3 million in assistance.”

For the fund drive, each command has volunteers to head their individual

efforts in raising awareness and money.

To register or for more information on the Run, Rock N Fly event visit

http://www.runrocknfly.com/ . The PenAir Federal Credit Union is hosting a

golf tournament Friday March 28, with registration starting at 10:30 a.m. at
A.C. Read Golf Course aboard NAS Pensacola. More information is available

at www.penair.org/nmcrsqgolftournament .

The official drive runs from March 1 to April 15. While active duty members
can donate via allotment, cash, check or online with a credit card at

http://nmcrsfunddrive.org/online-donation/, civilians may not use the

allotment process. All checks should be made payable to the NMCRS Active
Duty Fund Drive.



For more information about the society or to donate online, visit

http://www.nmcrs.orqg/ .
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