Families, Friends, Shipmates,

This holiday season, I want to tell you how proud I am of the work you and your families are doing around the command. Because of you, we make up one of the best commands in the Navy.

I would like to congratulate all of the NROTC Midshipmen, Sailors, Marines and NJROTC cadets as they near completion of another semester or for many their first semester.

I also look forward to attending some NROTC winter commissioning ceremonies next month. 
This has been an amazing fall across the domain, with many events and travel that help spread the word that the Navy is an integral part of communities all across our country.
Most recently, I attended Veterans Day celebrations at East Aurora High School in Aurora, Illinois as well as Soldier Field in Chicago. 

The NJROTC unit at East Aurora and the faculty held a touching ceremony to honor those alumni who have served and also lost their lives defending our great nation. There is a lot of rich military history at that school and within the community and it showed with more than 3,000 in attendance at the ceremony.
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At Soldier field, our Veterans Day commemorations continued with local leaders as well as dozens of Veterans who came out to salute our brothers and sisters in the uniformed services.
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Around the Chicago area and the United States, it is wonderful to see the amount of support we receive every day. That support was magnified on Veterans Day and I am so thankful it continues on through the holiday season.

On Thanksgiving Day I will have the privilege to attend an “Adopt-a-Sailor” event at American Legion Post 208 in Arlington Heights, Illinois. More than 84 recruits from Recruit Training Command (RTC) will attend.
RTC leads the “Adopt-a-Sailor” program during the Holidays and more than 400 recruits will travel to community organizations and homes around the Chicagoland area. It is a moving experience to see organizations like the American Legion welcome recruits by providing a holiday gathering they would normally spend at home with family.
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Additionally, NROTC programs have done some great things this Fall and we have developed a quarterly newsletter to highlight the achievements of our midshipmen. Please check it out on our website or social media pages (www.facebook.com/NavalServiceTraining) and keep sending in good stories and photos so we can add them to the upcoming issues.

I want to make special note of NJROTC Cadet Joseph Saporita of Southold High School. As a result of his heroic efforts in New York, he has been awarded the Cadet Meritorious Achievement Award. While on his way to a New York Mets game, the bus he was on lost its brakes and slammed into the median on the Long Island Expressway and caught fire.  
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Cadet Saporita had the presence of mind to kick open the emergency window and shepherd the smaller children off the bus and on to the median out of traffic and away from the bus before it became totally engulfed in flames. This is true heroism and reflects the leadership skills we value in our all our NSTC programs.
As we all prepare for the upcoming time off, I’d like to take the opportunity to send out a few reminders on staying safe, whether it be out there traveling to visit loved ones, or relaxing at home.
For those of you driving long distances to visit relatives and friends, if you can get the time off, try planning to leave a day early to beat traffic. This step can greatly reduce the stress of traveling.

While you are driving, stop and get some rest if alone or change drivers regularly to avoid fatigue. It is better to be safe in your car and take that time to rest than to cause an accident.
Remember, driving straight through to your destination on a long road trip is taxing on your physical and mental abilities. Every year, someone pays the ultimate price for driving while tired. It is tragic, irreversible and completely avoidable.
When making your holiday plans, be mindful of what you post on social media. We are often targets because of the information we post.
Enjoy your time off and the time spent with family and friends. Don’t forget about your shipmates who continue to stand the watch so we can enjoy the holidays.

We want to finish off the year strong and start out the New Year refreshed and ready to make 2016 an excellent year.

I thank you and your family for all that you do and for your service.

Whether you are staying close to home or taking a trip, I along with the NSTC staff wish the most sincere, safe and happy holidays to you all!
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Watch my Holiday Message here - https://youtu.be/rA181jDMFr0
Rear Adm. Stephen C. Evans

Commander, Naval Service Training Command

