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Pensacola Training Command Frocks New Petty Officers

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Thirty- three Sailors at Naval Air Technical Training
Center (NATTC) Pensacola were frocked to the next-higher petty officer rank
during a ceremony in the North Atrium of NATTC’s mega building Dec. 4.

Frocking differs from promotion in that a frocked Sailor wears the uniform
and has the title and authority of the new rank but does not receive the
additional pay until their official advancement (promotion) date. The Sailor’s
official advancement date is based their score on the advancement exam

and will occur in one of three increments during the fiscal year.

Cmdr. Vic Bindi, NATTC’s executive officer, read the names of each Sailor
selected for advancement, while their family, friends, and shipmates applied
the new rank devices to the Sailors’ uniform collar. Twenty-six First Class
Petty Officers, four Second Class Petty Officers, and three Third Class Petty

Officers were pinned during the ceremony.

Bindi then read the citation authorizing each Sailor to wear the rank and
maintain the title of their new ranks. Once the pinning was complete, Capt.
Alan Dean, NATTC commanding officer and Master Chief Petty Officer Kirk
Klawitter, command master chief of NATTC, personally congratulated each

Sailor.



Dean concluded the event by speaking to the Sailors, family members,
friends and students who were in attendance, emphasizing the significance

of the moment.

“The Navy and those around you have confidence in you and have placed
you in a position of higher authority,” said Dean. “We make many memories
in our Navy careers, but these are days that stand out the most. Your hard
work and dedication have paid off and surrounded by family, friends, and
shipmates you are promoted to the next higher grade. | know you will

remember this day just as | remember every one of my promotions.”

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Equipment) 1st Class Tonghui Wilson was one of
the frocked NATTC instructors. He believes that there are two benefits to

working at NATTC.

“First, the mentality of all NATTC Petty Officers is motivating because they
are all go-getters and they help me to be my best,” said Wilson. “Also, being
an instructor in Air Department helped me to do well on the advancement
exam because teaching the rating material is like getting to study every day

— it keeps the information fresh in your memory.”

Naval Aircrewman (Mechanical) 1st Class Matthew Megli said he felt honored

to be advanced.

“I would have never made it without the support of my wife, Amanda,” said
Megli. “l strongly believe the knowledge | have attained while creating,
piloting, and instructing the AWF rating material for NATTC is the primary
reason why | was advanced in a highly competitive rate. The mentorship
provided by strong leaders in my command has already allowed me to be

competitive in my new rank.”



For more than 70 years, NATTC has been providing training and increasing
readiness within the Naval Aviation Enterprise. NATTC graduates
approximately 15,000 Navy, Marine and international students annually. The
majority of the student body is comprised of enlisted personnel attending
"A" schools, where they gain the initial knowledge and skills required to

perform in the fleet as technicians at the apprentice level.

Advanced schools provide higher-level technical knowledge for senior petty
officers, and specialty schools offer specific skills not particular to any one
rating, such as airman apprentice training, maintenance, personal financial
management and shipboard aircraft firefighting. NATTC also conducts
technical training for officers in aviation fuels, carrier air traffic control center
operations, aircraft launch and recovery equipment, shipboard aircraft fire

fighting and amphibious air traffic control center operations.

For more information about Naval Air Technical Training Center, visit the

NATTC website: https://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/cnatt/nattc/Default.aspx

For additional information on the Naval Education and Training Command,

visit the NETC website: https://www.netc.navy.mil.
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