
Welcome   

Welcome to this edition of the 
SOBT Newsletter ñAll On 
Board.ò  To start the new 
year, this newsletter focuses 
on submarine qualification.  I 
encourage you to review the 
Qualification product matrix 
starting on page 7.  The 251 
SOBT Basic Submarine Qualifi-
cation and 110 Basic Engi-
neering Qualification products 
are an excellent resource and 

starting point for shipboard 
and watchstation qualification.  

Ship safety is paramount!  
Your personal survival at sea 
depends upon your level of 
knowledge, skills, and watch-

standing formality.  That is 
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why we train. Last quarter the TY-
COMS mandated review of the SS 
USS Hartford (SSN 768) Collision 
product 
(DODUSNSLCSOBT_10001).  If you 
have not reviewed the Hartford Col-

lision product, I strongly encourage 
you to so immediately.  We are 
standing by for your feedback.  

The Submarine Learning Center 
SOBT office will continue in 2011 
with the shipboard grooms to every 

home port.  Please see the schedule 
on page 11.  Between grooms it is 
imperative that your SOBT content 
reside on the NTDPS Application 
Server 2.  If you need help or have 
questions, call, email, or check the 
monthly SOBT Distance Support 
high side newsletter sent by SIPR 
email.  

Captain Kenneth A. Swan  

Commanding Officer  

Submarine Learning Center  
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makes the study material available 

to every Sailor anywhere, anytime.  

For years, Sailors relied on techni-
cal manuals (TM), ships system 
manuals (SSM) and ñpass down 
notesò to study for their quals.  The 
SOBT program provides a whole 

new dimension to studying.  Al-
though the SOBT program started 
out slow, with stacks of CDs distrib-
uted to each ship, it has come a 
long ways since then. Originally, 
Sailors had to wait their turn to use 

a SOBT CD, but now SOBT is loaded 
on the shipôs LAN.  No more waiting 
for an SSM, TM or CD.  Sailors can 
now access any SOBT product via 
the shipôs website.  The accessibility 
of SOBT has made a major impact 
on the qualification process.  

Improvements in the SOBT pro-
gram have gained the trust and 
confidence of our Sailors, paving 
the way for increased use and their 
acceptance of the product.  When 
SOBT was first introduced, the con-
glomeration of CDs was sometimes 
outdated or inaccurate for a par-
ticular platform.  Recent changes to 
the SOBT program have ensured 
the timely release of newer and 
better products to the fleet.  More 

frequent SOBT grooms have en-
sured each boat has the most up to 
date lessons.  The list of SOBT les-
sons continues to grow with each 
distribution, including basic subma-

Basic Submarine Qualification Issue  

Directorôs Note 

The Submarine Onboard Training 
(SOBT) program has made a grow-
ing impact on shipboard qualifica-
tions.  Through product availability, 

improvement and innovation, SOBT 
provides our Sailors with an alter-
native method to study and prepare 
for their individual qualifications.  
The distance learning style program 
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rine systems and nuclear systems.  Sailors are us-
ing these products at an increasing pace.  Today, 

they tend to go for a SOBT product before they 
reach for an SSM.  

Although SOBT will never replace the SSM or TM, 
the interactive nature of SOBT lessons makes for a 
better learning environment.  Sailors continually 
comment on how great the SOBT products are be-

cause they offer additional information such as 
videos and animations, real life pictures and audio 
clips.  The rich learning environment of SOBT is 
the perfect venue for enhancing our sailorôs quali-
fication process.  

Another aspect of enhancing our sailorôs qualifica-

tion and training is the use of the Continuing 

Training Support Software (CTSS) toolbox.   As a 

part of the Continuing Training Manual, the CTSS 

toolbox incorporates many of the SOBT products 

available to our Sailors.  Nearly every CTSS attrib-

ute listed in the CTSS toolbox references a SOBT 

product.  SOBT products are becoming a staple for 

training our crews.  

The fleet is starting to embrace the SOBT program 

as an integral part of shipboard qualifications.  

Improved SOBT products and frequent updates 

ensure these innovative lessons are technically 

accurate and always available.  The accessibility 

and reliability of the SOBT program is essential to 

our Sailorôs qualifications and is making a signifi-

cant impact on fleet readiness.  

LCDR Richard Salazar  

SLC Staff Executive Officer  

Wardroom Training  

Qualifying Junior Officers looking to find more in-

formation on Ship systems can find help using 

Submarine On -Board Training products.  You can 

never replace time standing under instruction 

watches or sticking your head in the books.  How-

ever, sometimes qualifying JOs just need to get an 

idea of how a system works before diving deep 

into studying technical manuals.  

A good study approach is to use the Basic Subma-

rine Qualification (BSQ) Ship system SOBT prod-

uct first to get an understanding of key system 

components and how they are integrated to-

gether.  Then, actually go and look at the system 

either during or after the SOBT product.  By this 

point, you should have a pretty good idea of what 

you do and do not know.  Now, itôs time to look in 

the books and hone in on weak areas.  

There are SOBT BSQ products for almost every 

auxiliary, weapons, and navigation system.  Also 

remember, SOBT products are developed for engi-

neering systems as well, with the Basic Engineer-

ing Qualification (BEQ) series of training products.  

Getting used to using SOBT products early during 

engineering qualifications will pay off when JOs 

qualify forward and need to rely on SOBT products 

more heavily.  

Even when a JO has finished qualifications for a 

certain system, SOBT can serve as a useful tool to 

refresh knowledge.  Using a SOBT product is a 

good way to quickly review a forgotten topic be-

fore an important board.  

So, take a look at the list of SOBT products avail-

able on the Shipôs website today.  Each SOBT 

product is linked and easily accessible on every 

boat in the fleet.  

LT Robert Buckles  

Wardroom Training  

SOBT CMI Program Granted       

Extension  

From the office of Manpower Personnel Training 

Education (MPTE), Effective on 02 December 

2010, SOBT has been granted an extension for 

use of the SOBT Computer Managed Instruction 

(CMI) program until 01 July 2011. This extension 

will allow you to continue to use the older SOBT 

courseware that still requires the CMI program to 

run, primarily older SSN 774 SOBT products and 

some shipyards.  This will also allow us the time 

necessary to complete the final courseware con-

versions to SCORM standards.  The SCORM con-

verted courses will be able to run in any SCORM 

conformant LMS such as used in NKO.  

Continued on Page 3  
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Basic Engineering Qualification  

Basic Engineering Qualifications (BEQ):  SOBTôs 

Basic Engineering Qualification training products 

can show you the way to a faster qualification 

process and a much easier life onboard.  Our 

products have specifically tailored learning objec-

tives so you get the most out of your learning ex-

perience to quickly prepare you for the qualifica-

tion signature on the BEQ card. All BEQ courses 

are designed utilizing the qualification guides for 

the various nuclear ratings to ensure the learner is 

taught all required information for obtaining a 

qualification signature. Successfully completing a 

SOBT course does not replace the checkout proc-

ess; it is merely a tool for the learner to prepare 

for a checkout on the qualification card. We cur-

rently have over 70 courses devoted to Basic En-

gineering Qualification to assist newly reporting 

personnel in their qualification process. These 

courses currently span the Virginia Class, Ohio 

Class (including SSGN), and Los Angeles Class. All 

of the products for your specific class of ship are 

available today via your ships LAN, and are in-

cluded in the BEQ table of this edition of the SOBT 

newsletter. Contact your LAN administrator if you 

require assistance accessing any SOBT course-

ware.  

MMC(SS/DV) Michael Griffith  

BEQ/Nuclear Training Project Manager  

Sonar Systems  

Here are some of the courses that can be used to 

help your Sailors with basic Sonar qualifications 

and ships qualifications:  

SSBN BSQ SONAR DODUSNSLCSOBT_03129  

SSGN BSQ INTRODUCTION TO SONAR 

DODUSNSLCSOBT_04330  

These two courses provide a basic overview and 

understanding of the sonar systems including 

functional description, location of the major com-

ponents, displays, controls and indicators, as well 

as interfaces with other ships systems. They also 

discuss basic principles of Sonar and the ocean 

environment.  

SSN 688 BSQ SONAR SYSTEMS 

DODUSNSLCSOBT_97049  

This course provides a basic overview and discrip-

tion of the AN/BQQ -10 Sonar System for the SSN 

688 class submarine.  This course provides a func-

tional description, location of the major compo-

nents, displays, controls and indicators. This 

course also discusses basic Sonar principles and 

the ocean environment.  

As always, we are looking for suggestions on up-

dates for existing courses and ideas for new ones 

as well. Send me an email or give me a call with 

your ideas.  

STSC(SS) Dave Hall  

Sonar Systems Project Manager  

After 01 July 2011 the SOBT CMI program will be 

retired from DADMS and will not be authorized for 

use on NMCI workstations.  The older CMI de-

pendent SOBT courseware will be deleted from our 

catalog, and superseded with the SCORM confor-

mant versions.  The superseded courses may then 

be destroyed, following established security guide-

lines.  

Paul Knieser  

SOBT Program Manager  

Continued from Page 2  

100125 -N-9531K -001 GROTON, Conn. (Jan. 25, 

2010) Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS) 

Fire Fighting Trainer provides hands -on training 

skills in submarine damage control. (U.S. Navy 

photo by William Kenny/Released)  


